
The Next Chapter: October Book Recommendations 

 

Anxious People by Fredrik Backman 

Atria Books (September 8, 2020)  

“From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of A Man Called Ove comes a charming, poignant novel 

about a crime that never took place, a would-be bank robber who disappears into thin air, and eight 

extremely anxious strangers who find they have more in common than they ever imagined. Looking at 

real estate isn’t usually a life-or-death situation, but an apartment open house becomes just that when a 

failed bank robber bursts in and takes a group of strangers hostage. The captives include a recently 

retired couple who relentlessly hunt down fixer-uppers to avoid the painful truth that they can’t fix their 

own marriage. There’s a wealthy bank director who has been too busy to care about anyone else and a 

young couple who are about to have their first child but can’t seem to agree on anything, from where 

they want to live to how they met in the first place. Add to the mix an eighty-seven-year-old woman 

who has lived long enough not to be afraid of someone waving a gun in her face, a flustered but still-

ready-to-make-a-deal real estate agent, and a mystery man who has locked himself in the apartment’s 

only bathroom, and you’ve got the worst group of hostages in the world.” 

 

 

Every Bone a Prayer by Ashley Blooms 
Sourcebooks Landmark (August 4, 2020) 

“In her rural Appalachian holler, ten-year-old Misty's closest friends are the crawdads. Misty can speak 

to them, to the birds, to the creek, to everything outside, and she understands how they think. She 

knows that if she could just speak to her parents in the same way, she could stop all the fighting. But it's 

too hard. When her only friend William takes their friendship too far, Misty doesn't know how to get 

help. This is the story of one tough-as-nails girl whose choices are few but whose imagination is 

boundless, as her manner of coping with trauma becomes an adventure for everyone in her holler. 

Written by a survivor of sexual abuse, this is a beautifully honest story of healing and of hope.” 

 

 

Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an American Family by Robert Kolker 

Doubleday (April 7, 2020) 

Oprah’s Book Club Pick “Don and Mimi Galvin seemed to be living the American dream. After World War 

II, Don's work with the Air Force brought them to Colorado, where their twelve children perfectly 

spanned the baby boom: the oldest born in 1945, the youngest in 1965. In those years, there was an 

established script for a family like the Galvins--aspiration, hard work, upward mobility, domestic 

harmony--and they worked hard to play their parts. But behind the scenes was a different story: 

psychological breakdown, sudden shocking violence, hidden abuse. By the mid-1970s, six of the ten 
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Galvin boys, one after the other, were diagnosed as schizophrenic. How could all this happen to one 

family? What took place inside the house on Hidden Valley Road was so extraordinary that the Galvins 

became one of the first families to be studied by the National Institutes of Mental Health. Their story 

offers a shadow history of the science of schizophrenia, from the era of institutionalization, lobotomy, 

and the schizophrenogenic mother, to the search for genetic markers for the disease, always amidst 

profound disagreements about the nature of the illness itself. And unbeknownst to the Galvins, samples 

of their DNA informed decades of genetic research that continues today, offering paths to treatment, 

prediction, and even eradication of the disease for future generations. With clarity and compassion, 

bestselling and award-winning author Robert Kolker uncovers one family's unforgettable legacy of 

suffering, love and hope." 

 

 

Magic Lessons by Alice Hoffman 

Simon & Schuster (October 6, 2020) 

“In an unforgettable novel that traces a centuries-old curse to its source, beloved author Alice Hoffman 

unveils the story of Maria Owens, accused of witchcraft in Salem, and matriarch of a line of the amazing 

Owens women and men featured in Practical Magic and The Rules of Magic. Where does the story of 

the Owens bloodline begin? With Maria Owens, in the 1600s, when she’s abandoned in a snowy field in 

rural England as a baby. Under the care of Hannah Owens, Maria learns about the “Unnamed Arts.” 

Hannah recognizes that Maria has a gift and she teaches the girl all she knows. It is here that she learns 

her first important lesson: Always love someone who will love you back. When Maria is abandoned by 

the man who has declared his love for her, she follows him to Salem, Massachusetts. Here she invokes 

the curse that will haunt her family. And it’s here that she learns the rules of magic and the lesson that 

she will carry with her for the rest of her life. Love is the only thing that matters. Magic Lessons is a 

celebration of life and love and a showcase of Alice Hoffman’s masterful storytelling.” 

 

 

Make Me Rain: Poems & Prose by Nikki Giovanni 

William Morrow (October 20, 2020) 

“One of America's most celebrated poets challenges us with this powerful and deeply personal 

collection of verse that speaks to the injustices of society while illuminating the depths of her own heart. 

For more than fifty years, Nikki Giovanni's poetry has dazzled and inspired readers. As sharp and 

outspoken as ever, she returns with this profound book of poetry in which she continues to call 

attention to injustice and racism, celebrate Black culture and Black lives, and give readers an unfiltered 

look into her own experiences. In Make Me Rain, she celebrates her loved ones and unapologetically 

declares her pride in her black heritage, while exploring the enduring impact of the twin sins of racism 

and white nationalism. Giovanni reaffirms her place as a uniquely vibrant and relevant American voice 

with poems such as "I Come from Athletes" and "Rainy Days"--calling out segregation and Donald 

Trump; as well as "Unloved (for Aunt Cleota)" and ""When I Could No Longer"--her personal elegy for 

the relatives who saved her from an abusive home life. Stirring, provocative, and resonant, the poems in 

Make Me Rain pierce the heart and nourish the soul.” 
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Marion Lane and the Midnight Murder by T.A. Willberg 

Park Row (December 29, 2020) 

“The letter was short. A name, a time, a place. Marion Lane and the Midnight Murder plunges readers 

into the heart of London, to the secret tunnels that exist far beneath the city streets. There, a 

mysterious group of detectives recruited for Miss Brickett’s Investigations & Inquiries use their cunning 

and gadgets to solve crimes that have stumped Scotland Yard. Late one night in April 1958, a filing 

assistant at Miss Brickett’s receives a letter of warning, detailing a name, a time, and a place. She goes 

to investigate but finds the room empty. At the stroke of midnight, she is murdered by a killer she can’t 

see―her death the only sign she wasn’t alone. It becomes chillingly clear that the person responsible 

must also work for Miss Brickett’s, making everyone a suspect.” 

 

 

Moonflower Murders by Anthony Horowitz 

Harper (November 10, 2020)  

“Sequel to the bestselling novel, Magpie Murders. Featuring his famous literary detective Atticus Pund 

and Susan Ryeland, hero of the worldwide bestseller Magpie Murders, a brilliantly complex literary 

thriller with echoes of Agatha Christie from New York Times bestselling author Anthony Horowitz. 

 

 

Solutions and Other Problems by Allie Brosh 

Gallery Books; Illustrated edition (September 22, 2020) 

“For the first time in seven years, Allie Brosh—beloved author and artist of the extraordinary #1 New 

York Times bestseller Hyperbole and a Half—returns with a new collection of comedic, autobiographical, 

and illustrated essays. Solutions and Other Problems includes humorous stories from Allie Brosh’s 

childhood; the adventures of her very bad animals; merciless dissection of her own character flaws; 

incisive essays on grief, loneliness, and powerlessness; as well as reflections on the absurdity of modern 

life. This full-color, beautifully illustrated edition features all-new material with more than 1,600 pieces 

of art. Solutions and Other Problems marks the return of a beloved American humorist who has “the 

observational skills of a scientist, the creativity of an artist, and the wit of a comedian” (Bill Gates).” 

 

 

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

Viking (September 29, 2020) 

“Between life and death there is a library, and within that library, the shelves go on forever. Every book 

provides a chance to try another life you could have lived. To see how things would be if you had made 

other choices... Would you have done anything different, if you had the chance to undo your regrets?' A 

dazzling novel about all the choices that go into a life well lived, from the internationally bestselling 

author of, Reasons to Stay Alive and How To Stop Time. Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe 

there is a library that contains an infinite number of books, each one the story of another reality. One 

tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other life you could have lived if you 

had made a different choice at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have 

been, what if you had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Would any of these other 
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lives truly be better? In The Midnight Library, Matt Haig's enchanting new novel, Nora Seed finds herself 

faced with this decision. Faced with the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a 

different career, undoing old breakups, realizing her dreams of becoming a glaciologist; she must search 

within herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and 

what makes it worth living in the first place.” 

 

 

The Once and Future Witches by Alix E. Harrow 

Redhook (October 13, 2020) 

“In the late 1800s, three sisters use witchcraft to change the course of history in Alix E. Harrow's 

powerful novel of magic and the suffragette movement. In 1893, there's no such thing as witches. There 

used to be, in the wild, dark days before the burnings began, but now witching is nothing but tidy 

charms and nursery rhymes. If the modern woman wants any measure of power, she must find it at the 

ballot box. But when the Eastwood sisters -- James Juniper, Agnes Amaranth, and Beatrice Belladonna -- 

join the suffragists of New Salem, they begin to pursue the forgotten words and ways that might turn 

the women's movement into the witch's movement. Stalked by shadows and sickness, hunted by forces 

who will not suffer a witch to vote -- and perhaps not even to live -- the sisters will need to delve into 

the oldest magics, draw new alliances, and heal the bond between them if they want to survive. There's 

no such thing as witches. But there will be." 

 

 

When No One Is Watching by Alyssa Cole 

William Morrow (September 1, 2020) 

“Sydney Green is Brooklyn born and raised, but her beloved neighborhood seems to change every time 

she blinks. Condos are sprouting like weeds, FOR SALE signs are popping up overnight, and the 

neighbors she's known all her life are disappearing. To hold onto her community's past and present, 

Sydney channels her frustration into a walking tour and finds an unlikely and unwanted assistant in one 

of the new arrivals to the block -- her neighbor Theo. But Sydney and Theo's deep dive into history 

quickly becomes a dizzying descent into paranoia and fear. Their neighbors may not have moved to the 

suburbs after all, and the push to revitalize the community may be more deadly than advertised. When 

does coincidence become conspiracy? Where do people go when gentrification pushes them out? Can 

Sydney and Theo trust each other -- or themselves -- long enough to find out before they too 

disappear?” 

 

 

Book descriptions provided by publishers.  
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