
 

The Next Chapter: September 2022 Book Recommendations 

From Saturday Night to Sunday Night: My 40 Years of Laughter, Tears and Touchdowns in TV by Dick 
Ebersol. Simon & Schuster (September 13, 2022) 384 pages. 
“Dropping out of college to join the crew of ABC’s Wide World of Sports, Ebersol worked the Mexico City 
Olympics during the famous protest by John Carlos and Tommie Smith as well as the Munich Olympics 
during the tragic hostage standoff. He went on to cocreate Saturday Night Live with Lorne Michaels and 
later produced the show for four seasons, helping launch Eddie Murphy to stardom. After creating 
Friday Night Videos and partnering with Vince McMahon to bring professional wrestling to network TV, 
he next took over NBC Sports, which helped turn basketball into a global phenomenon and made history 
as the first broadcaster to host the World Series, the Super Bowl, the NBA Finals, and the Summer 
Olympics in the same year; it was Ebersol who was responsible for Muhammad Ali lighting the Olympic 
flame in Atlanta. Then, following a plane crash that took the life of his fourteen-year-old son Teddy and 
nearly killed him, he determinedly undertook perhaps his greatest career achievement: creating NBC’s 
Sunday Night Football, still the #1 primetime show in America. The Today Show’s headline-making 
hosting changes, the so-called “Late-Night Wars,” O.J. Simpson’s Bronco chase—Ebersol had a front-row 
seat to it all. From Saturday Night to Sunday Night is filled with entertaining and illuminating stories 
featuring such boldface names as Billy Crystal, Michael Jordan, Bill Clinton, Jay Leno, Peyton Manning, 
Michael Phelps and Larry David. (Ebersol even inspired the famous Seinfeld episode in which George 
Costanza pretends he didn’t quit his job.) More than that, the book offers an insightful history and 
analysis of TV’s evolution from broadcast to cable and beyond—a must read for casual binge-watchers 
and small-screen aficionados alike.” 
 
How Not to Drown in a Glass of Water by Angie Cruz 
Flatiron Books (September 13, 2022) 208 pages. 
“Cara Romero thought she would work at the factory of little lamps for the rest of her life. But when, in 
her mid-50s, she loses her job in the Great Recession, she is forced back into the job market for the first 
time in decades. Set up with a job counselor, Cara instead begins to narrate the story of her life. Over 
the course of twelve sessions, Cara recounts her tempestuous love affairs, her alternately biting and 
loving relationships with her neighbor Lulu and her sister Angela, her struggles with debt, gentrification 
and loss, and, eventually, what really happened between her and her estranged son, Fernando. As Cara 
confronts her darkest secrets and regrets, we see a woman buffeted by life but still full of fight.” 
 
Killers of a Certain Age by Deanna Raybourn 
Berkley (September 6, 2022) 368 pages. 
“Billie, Mary Alice, Helen, and Natalie have worked for the Museum, an elite network of assassins, for 
forty years. Now their talents are considered old-school and no one appreciates what they have to offer 
in an age that relies more on technology than people skills. When the foursome is sent on an all-
expenses paid vacation to mark their retirement, they are targeted by one of their own. Only the Board, 
the top-level members of the Museum, can order the termination of field agents, and the women realize 
they’ve been marked for death. Now to get out alive they have to turn against their own organization, 
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relying on experience and each other to get the job done, knowing that working together is the secret to 
their survival. They’re about to teach the Board what it really means to be a woman—and a killer—of a 
certain age.” 
 
Less Is Lost by Andrew Sean Greer 
Little, Brown and Company (September 20, 2022) 272 pages.  
“For Arthur Less, life is going surprisingly well: he is a moderately accomplished novelist in a steady 
relationship with his partner, Freddy Pelu. But nothing lasts: the death of an old lover and a sudden 
financial crisis has Less running away from his problems yet again as he accepts a series of literary gigs 
that send him on a zigzagging adventure across the US. With all of the irrepressible wit and musicality 
that made Less a must-read breakout book, Less Is Lost is a profound and joyous novel about the enigma 
of life in America, the riddle of love, and the stories we tell along the way.” 
 
On the Rooftop by Margaret Wilkerson Sexton.  
Ecco (September 6, 2022) 304 pages. 
“At home they are just sisters, but on stage, they are The Salvations. Ruth, Esther, and Chloe have been 
singing and dancing in harmony since they could speak. Thanks to the rigorous direction of their mother, 
Vivian, they’ve become a bona fide girl group whose shows are the talk of the Jazz-era Fillmore. Now 
Vivian has scored a once-in-a-lifetime offer from a talent manager, who promises to catapult The 
Salvations into the national spotlight. Vivian knows this is the big break she’s been praying for. But 
sometime between the hours of rehearsal on their rooftop and the weekly gigs at the Champagne 
Supper Club, the girls have become women, women with dreams that their mother cannot imagine. The 
neighborhood is changing, too: all around the Fillmore, white men in suits are approaching Black 
property owners with offers. One sister finds herself called to fight back, one falls into the comfort of an 
old relationship, another yearns to make her own voice heard. And Vivian, who has always maintained 
control, will have to confront the parts of her life that threaten to splinter: the community, The 
Salvations, and even her family.” 
 
People Person by Candace Carty-Williams 
Gallery/Scout Press (September 13, 2022) 336 pages.  
“If you could choose your family...you wouldn’t choose the Penningtons. Dimple Pennington knows of 
her half siblings, but she doesn’t really know them. Five people who don’t have anything in common 
except for faint memories of being driven through Brixton in their dad’s gold jeep, and some pretty 
complex abandonment issues. Dimple has bigger things to think about. She’s thirty, and her life isn’t 
really going anywhere. An aspiring lifestyle influencer with a terrible and wayward boyfriend, Dimple’s 
life has shrunk to the size of a phone screen. And despite a small but loyal following, she’s never felt 
more alone in her life. That is, until a dramatic event brings her half siblings Nikisha, Danny, Lizzie, and 
Prynce crashing back into her life. And when they’re all forced to reconnect with Cyril Pennington, the 
absent father they never really knew, things get even more complicated.” 
 
Spells for Forgetting by Adrienne Young 
Delacorte Press (September 27, 2022) 368 pages. 
“Emery Blackwood’s life changed forever the night her best friend was found dead and the love of her 
life, August Salt, was accused of murdering her. Years later, she is doing what her teenage self swore she 
never would: living a quiet existence on the misty, remote shores of Saoirse Island and running the 
family’s business, Blackwood’s Tea Shoppe Herbal Tonics & Tea Leaf Readings. But when the island, 
rooted in folklore and magic, begins to show signs of strange happenings, Emery knows that something 
is coming. The morning she wakes to find that every single tree on Saoirse has turned color in a single 
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night, August returns for the first time in fourteen years and unearths the past that the town has tried 
desperately to forget. August knows he is not welcome on Saiorse, not after the night everything 
changed. As a fire raged on at the Salt family orchard, Lily Morgan was found dead in the dark woods, 
shaking the bedrock of their tight-knit community and branding August a murderer. When he returns to 
bury his mother’s ashes, he must confront the people who turned their backs on him and face the one 
wound from his past that has never healed—Emery. But the town has more than one reason to want 
August gone, and the emergence of deep betrayals and hidden promises spanning generations threaten 
to reveal the truth behind Lily’s mysterious death once and for all.” 
 
The Family Izquierdo by Rubén Degollado 
W. W. Norton & Company (September 6, 2022) 304 pages.  
“The tight-knit Izquierdo family is grappling with misfortunes none of them can explain. Their beloved 
patriarch has suffered from an emotional collapse and is dying; eldest son Gonzalo’s marriage is falling 
apart; daughter Dina, beleaguered by the fear that her nightmares are real, is a shut-in. When Gonzalo 
digs up a strange object in the backyard of the family home, the Izquierdos take it as proof that a jealous 
neighbor has cursed them―could this be the reason for all their troubles? As the Izquierdos face a 
distressing present and an uncertain future, they are sustained by the blood that binds them, a divine 
presence, and an abiding love for one another. Told in a series of soulful voices brimming with warmth 
and humor, The Family Izquierdo is a tender narrative of a family at a turning point.” 
 
The Fortunes of Jaded Women by Carolyn Huynh 
Atria Books (September 6, 2022) 272 pages. 
“Everyone in Orange County’s Little Saigon knew that the Duong sisters were cursed. It started with 
their ancestor, Oanh, who dared to leave her marriage for true love—so a fearsome Vietnamese witch 
cursed Oanh and her descendants so that they would never find love or happiness, and the Duong 
women would give birth to daughters, never sons. Oanh’s current descendant Mai Nguyen knows this 
curse well. She’s divorced, and after an explosive disagreement a decade ago, she’s estranged from her 
younger sisters, Minh Pham (the middle and the mediator) and Khuyen Lam (the youngest who swears 
she just runs humble coffee shops and nail salons, not Little Saigon’s underground). Though Mai’s three 
adult daughters, Priscilla, Thuy, and Thao, are successful in their careers (one of them is John Cho’s 
dermatologist!), the same can’t be said for their love lives. Mai is convinced they might drive her to an 
early grave. Desperate for guidance, she consults Auntie Hua, her trusted psychic in Hawaii, who delivers 
an unexpected prediction: this year, her family will witness a marriage, a funeral, and the birth of a son. 
This prophecy will reunite estranged mothers, daughters, aunts, and cousins—for better or for worse.” 
 
The Librarian of Crooked Lane by C. J. Archer 
C.J. Archer (September 6, 2022) 288 pages.  
“Librarian Sylvia Ashe knows nothing about her past, having grown up without a father and a mother 
who refused to discuss him. When she stumbles upon a diary that suggests she's descended from 
magicians, she's skeptical. After all, magicians are special, and she's just an ordinary woman who loves 
books. She seeks answers from a member of the most prominent family of magicians, but she quickly 
learns that finding the truth won't be easy, especially when he turns out to be as artless as her, and 
more compelling and dangerous than books. War hero Gabe is gifted with wealth, a loving family, and 
an incredible amount of luck that saw him survive four harrowing years of a brutal war without injury. 
But not all injuries are visible. Burying himself in his work as a consultant for Scotland Yard, Gabe is 
going through the motions as he investigates the theft of a magician-made painting. But his life changes 
when he unwittingly gets Sylvia dismissed from her job and places her in danger. After securing her new 
employment in a library housing the world's greatest collection of books about magic, Gabe and Sylvia's 
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lives become intwined as they work together to find both the painting and the truth about Sylvia's past 
before powerful people can stop them. But sometimes the past is better left buried...” 
 
The Lost Ticket by Freya Sampson 
Berkley (August 30, 2022) 352 pages.  
“When Libby Nicholls arrives in London, brokenhearted and with her life in tatters, the first person she 
meets on the bus is elderly Frank. He tells her about the time in 1962 that he met a girl on the number 
88 bus with beautiful red hair just like hers. They made plans for a date at the National Gallery art 
museum, but Frank lost the bus ticket with her number on it. For the past sixty years, he’s ridden the 
same bus trying to find her, but with no luck. Libby is inspired to action and, with the help of an unlikely 
companion, she papers the bus route with posters advertising their search. Libby begins to open her 
guarded heart to new friendships and a budding romance, as her tightly controlled world expands. But 
with Frank’s dementia progressing quickly, their chance of finding the girl on the 88 bus is slipping away. 
More than anything, Libby wants Frank to see his lost love one more time. But their quest also shows 
Libby just how important it is to embrace her own chances for happiness—before it’s too late—in a 
beautifully uplifting novel about how a shared common experience among strangers can transform lives 
in the most marvelous ways.” 
 
The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O'Farrell 
Knopf (September 6, 2022) 352 pages. 
“Florence, the 1550s. Lucrezia, third daughter of the grand duke, is comfortable with her obscure place 
in the palazzo: free to wonder at its treasures, observe its clandestine workings, and devote herself to 
her own artistic pursuits. But when her older sister dies on the eve of her wedding to the ruler of 
Ferrara, Modena and Reggio, Lucrezia is thrust unwittingly into the limelight: the duke is quick to 
request her hand in marriage, and her father just as quick to accept on her behalf. Having barely left 
girlhood behind, Lucrezia must now enter an unfamiliar court whose customs are opaque and where her 
arrival is not universally welcomed. Perhaps most mystifying of all is her new husband himself, Alfonso. 
Is he the playful sophisticate he appeared to be before their wedding, the aesthete happiest in the 
company of artists and musicians, or the ruthless politician before whom even his formidable sisters 
seem to tremble?  As Lucrezia sits in constricting finery for a painting intended to preserve her image for 
centuries to come, one thing becomes worryingly clear. In the court’s eyes, she has one duty: to provide 
the heir who will shore up the future of the Ferranese dynasty. Until then, for all of her rank and 
nobility, the new duchess’s future hangs entirely in the balance.” 
 
The Matchmaker's Gift by Lynda Cohen Loigman 
St. Martin's Press (September 20, 2022) 320 pages. 
“Is finding true love a calling or a curse? Even as a child in 1910, Sara Glikman knows her gift: she is a 
maker of matches and a seeker of soulmates. But among the pushcart-crowded streets of New York’s 
Lower East Side, Sara’s vocation is dominated by devout older men―men who see a talented female 
matchmaker as a dangerous threat to their traditions and livelihood. After making matches in secret for 
more than a decade, Sara must fight to take her rightful place among her peers, and to demand the 
recognition she deserves. Two generations later, Sara’s granddaughter, Abby, is a successful Manhattan 
divorce attorney, representing the city’s wealthiest clients. When her beloved Grandma Sara dies, Abby 
inherits her collection of handwritten journals recording the details of Sara’s matches. But among the 
faded volumes, Abby finds more questions than answers. Why did Abby’s grandmother leave this library 
to her and what did she hope Abby would discover within its pages? Why does the work Abby once 
found so compelling suddenly feel inconsequential and flawed? Is Abby willing to sacrifice the career 
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she’s worked so hard for in order to keep her grandmother’s mysterious promise to a stranger? And is 
there really such a thing as love at first sight?” 
 
This Is What It Sounds Like: What the Music You Love Says About You by Susan Rogers, Ogi Ogas 
W. W. Norton & Company (September 20, 2022) 288 pages. 
“This Is What It Sounds Like is a journey into the science and soul of music that reveals the secrets of 
why your favorite songs move you. But it’s also a story of a musical trailblazer who began as a humble 
audio tech in Los Angeles to became Prince’s chief engineer for Purple Rain, and then create other No. 1 
hits (including Barenaked Ladies' "One Week") as one of the most successful female record producers of 
all time. Now an award-winning professor of cognitive neuroscience, Susan Rogers leads readers to 
musical self-awareness. She explains that we each possess a unique “listener profile” based on our 
brain’s natural response to seven key dimensions of any song. Are you someone who prefers lyrics or 
melody? Do you like music “above the neck” (intellectually stimulating), or “below the neck” (instinctual 
and rhythmic)? Whether your taste is esoteric or mainstream, Rogers guides readers to recognize their 
musical personality, and offers language to describe one's own unique taste. Like most of us, Rogers is 
not a musician, but she shows that all of us can be musical―simply by being an active, passionate 
listener. While exploring the science of music and the brain, Rogers also takes us behind the scenes of 
record-making, using her insider’s ear to illuminate the music of Prince, Frank Sinatra, Kanye West, Lana 
Del Rey, and many others. She shares records that changed her life, contrasts them with those that 
appeal to her coauthor and students, and encourages you to think about the records that define your 
own identity. Told in a lively and inclusive style, This Is What It Sounds Like will refresh your playlists, 
deepen your connection to your favorite artists, and change the way you listen to music.” 
 
What If? 2: Additional Serious Scientific Answers to Absurd Hypothetical Questions by Randall Munroe 
Riverhead Books (September 13, 2022) 368 pages. 
“The millions of people around the world who read and loved What If? still have questions, and those 
questions are getting stranger. Thank goodness xkcd creator Randall Munroe is here to help. Planning to 
ride a fire pole from the Moon back to Earth? The hardest part is sticking the landing. Hoping to cool the 
atmosphere by opening everyone’s freezer door at the same time? Maybe it’s time for a brief 
introduction to thermodynamics. Want to know what would happen if you rode a helicopter blade, built 
a billion-story building, made a lava lamp out of lava, or jumped on a geyser as it erupted? Okay, if you 
insist. Before you go on a cosmic road trip, feed the residents of New York City to a T. rex, or fill every 
church with bananas, be sure to consult this practical guide for impractical ideas. Unfazed by absurdity, 
Munroe consults the latest research on everything from swing-set physics to airliner catapult–design to 
answer his readers’ questions, clearly and concisely, with illuminating and occasionally terrifying 
illustrations. As he consistently demonstrates, you can learn a lot from examining how the world might 
work in very specific extreme circumstances.” 

 
 

 
Book descriptions provided by publishers.  
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