
 
The Next Chapter: May 2022 Book Recommendations 

 
Book of Night by Holly Black 

Tor Books (May 3, 2022) 320 pages.  

“Charlie Hall has never found a lock she couldn’t pick, a book she couldn’t steal, or a bad decision she 

wouldn’t make. She's spent half her life working for gloamists, magicians who manipulate shadows to 

peer into locked rooms, strangle people in their beds, or worse. Gloamists guard their secrets greedily, 

creating an underground economy of grimoires. And to rob their fellow magicians, they need Charlie 

Hall. Now, she’s trying to distance herself from past mistakes, but getting out isn’t easy. Bartending at a 

dive, she’s still entirely too close to the corrupt underbelly of the Berkshires. Not to mention that her 

sister Posey is desperate for magic, and that Charlie's shadowless, and possibly soulless, boyfriend has 

been hiding things from her. When a terrible figure from her past returns, Charlie descends into a 

maelstrom of murder and lies. Determined to survive, she’s up against a cast of doppelgangers, 

mercurial billionaires, gloamists, and the people she loves best in the world―all trying to steal a secret 

that will give them vast and terrible power.” 

 

Brace for Impact: A Memoir by Gabe Montesanti 

The Dial Press (May 24, 2022) 416 pages. 

“Growing up queer in a conservative Midwestern town, Gabe Montesanti never felt comfortable in her 

own skin. A competitive swimmer, she turned to perfectionism and self-control to create a sense of 

safety, only to develop an eating disorder and constantly second-guess her instincts. When she enters 

graduate school in St. Louis, she is determined to put the baggage of her childhood behind her. With no 

prior experience, she joins Arch Rival, one of the top-ranked roller derby leagues in the world. Gabe 

instantly falls in love with the sport’s roughness, intensity, and open embrace of people who are literally 

and figuratively scarred. She soon finds community and a sense of belonging, reveling in the tattoos, 

glitter, and campiness. But when Gabe suffers a catastrophic injury, she can no longer ignore the 

parallels between the physicality of roller derby and the unresolved trauma of her upbringing. Rendered 

inactive, forced to be still, Gabe realizes she needs to heal her emotional wounds as much as her 

physical ones; she must confront her fear and self-diminishment in order to feel truly alive. Told with 

unflinching honesty and a giant dose of wonder, Brace for Impact is a tender, inspiring memoir about 

the everyday heroism of pursuing a life less ordinary, and the deeply human need to be at peace with 

who you are.” 
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Elektra: A Novel by Jennifer Saint 

Flatiron Books (May 3, 2022) 304 pages. 

Three women, tangled in an ancient curse. When Clytemnestra marries Agamemnon, she ignores the 

insidious whispers about his family line, the House of Atreus. But when, on the eve of the Trojan War, 

Agamemnon betrays Clytemnestra in the most unimaginable way, she must confront the curse that has 

long ravaged their family. In Troy, Princess Cassandra has the gift of prophecy, but carries a curse of her 

own: no one will ever believe what she sees. When she is shown what will happen to her beloved city 

when Agamemnon and his army arrives, she is powerless to stop the tragedy from unfolding. Elektra, 

Clytemnestra and Agamemnon’s youngest daughter, wants only for her beloved father to return home 

from war. But can she escape her family’s bloody history, or is her destiny bound by violence, too?” 

 

Family of Liars: The Prequel to We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 

Delacorte Press (May 3, 2022) 320 pages. 

“A windswept private island off the coast of Massachusetts. A hungry ocean, churning with secrets and 

sorrow. A fiery, addicted heiress. An irresistible, unpredictable boy. A summer of unforgivable betrayal 

and terrible mistakes. Welcome back to the Sinclair family. They were always liars.” 

 

Fly Girl: A Memoir by Ann Hood 

W. W. Norton & Company (May 3, 2022) 288 pages. 

“In 1978, in the tailwind of the golden age of air travel, flight attendants were the epitome of glamor 

and sophistication. Fresh out of college and hungry to experience the world―and maybe, one day, write 

about it―Ann Hood joined their ranks. After a grueling job search, Hood survived TWA’s rigorous Breech 

Training Academy and learned to evacuate seven kinds of aircraft, deliver a baby, mix proper cocktails, 

administer oxygen, and stay calm no matter what the situation. In the air, Hood found both the 

adventure she’d dreamt of and the unexpected realities of life on the job. She carved chateaubriand in 

the first-class cabin and dined in front of the pyramids in Cairo, fended off passengers’ advances and 

found romance on layovers in London and Lisbon, and walked more than a million miles in high heels. 

She flew through the start of deregulation, an oil crisis, massive furloughs, and a labor strike. As the 

airline industry changed around her, Hood began to write―even drafting snatches of her first novel 

from the jump-seat. She reveals how the job empowered her, despite its roots in sexist standards. 

Packed with funny, moving, and shocking stories of life as a flight attendant, Fly Girl captures the 

nostalgia and magic of air travel at its height, and the thrill that remains with every takeoff.” 

 

Hello, Molly!: A Memoir by Molly Shannon 

Ecco (April 12, 2022) 304 pages. 

“A candid, compulsively readable, hilarious, and heartbreaking memoir of resilience and redemption by 

comedic genius Molly Shannon. At age four, Molly Shannon’s world was shattered when she lost her 

mother, baby sister, and cousin in a car accident with her father at the wheel. Held together by her 

tender and complicated relationship with her grieving father, Molly was raised in a permissive 

household where her gift for improvising and role-playing blossomed alongside the fearlessness that 

would lead her to become a celebrated actress. From there, Molly ventured into the wider world of New 

York and Los Angeles show business, where she created her own opportunities and developed her 
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daring and empathetic comedy. Filled with behind-the-scenes stories involving everyone from Whitney 

Houston to Adam Sandler to Monica Lewinsky, many told for the first time here, Hello, Molly! spans 

Molly’s time on Saturday Night Live—where she starred alongside Will Ferrell, Adam Sandler, Cheri 

Oteri, Tracy Morgan, and Jimmy Fallon, among many others. At the same time, it explores with humor 

and candor her struggle to come to terms with the legacy of her father, a man who both fostered her 

gifts and drive and was left with the impossible task of raising his kids alone after the loss of her mother. 

Witty, winning, and told with tremendous energy and heart, Hello, Molly!, written with Sean Wilsey, 

sheds new and revelatory light on the life and work of one of our most talented and free-spirited 

performers.” 

 

Remarkably Bright Creatures: A Novel by Shelby Van Pelt 

Ecco (May 3, 2022) 368 pages. 

“For fans of A Man Called Ove, a charming, witty and compulsively readable exploration of friendship, 

reckoning, and hope that traces a widow's unlikely connection with a giant Pacific octopus. After Tova 

Sullivan’s husband died, she began working the night shift at the Sowell Bay Aquarium, mopping floors 

and tidying up. Keeping busy has always helped her cope, which she’s been doing since her eighteen-

year-old son, Erik, mysteriously vanished on a boat in Puget Sound over thirty years ago. Tova becomes 

acquainted with curmudgeonly Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus living at the aquarium. Marcellus 

knows more than anyone can imagine but wouldn’t dream of lifting one of his eight arms for his human 

captors—until he forms a remarkable friendship with Tova. Ever the detective, Marcellus deduces what 

happened the night Tova’s son disappeared. And now Marcellus must use every trick his old 

invertebrate body can muster to unearth the truth for her before it’s too late. Shelby Van Pelt’s debut 

novel is a gentle reminder that sometimes taking a hard look at the past can help uncover a future that 

once felt impossible.” 

 

Such Big Dreams: A Novel by Reema Patel 

Ballantine Books (May 10, 2022) 336 pages. 

“Rakhi is a twenty-three-year-old haunted by the grisly aftermath of an incident that led to the loss of 

her best friend eleven years ago. Constantly reminded she doesn’t belong, Rakhi lives alone in a Mumbai 

slum, working as a lowly office assistant at Justice For All, a struggling human-rights law organization 

headed by the renowned lawyer who gave her a fresh start. Fiercely intelligent and in possession of a 

sharp wit and an even sharper tongue, Rakhi is nobody’s fool, even if she is underestimated by everyone 

around her. Rakhi’s life isn’t much, but she’s managing. That is, until Rubina Mansoor, a fading former 

Bollywood starlet, tries to edge her way back into the spotlight by becoming a celebrity ambassador for 

Justice For All. Steering the organization into uncharted territories, she demands an internship for Alex, 

a young family friend from Canada and Harvard-bound graduate student. Ambitious, persistent, and 

naïve, Alex persuades Rakhi to show him “the real” India. In exchange, he’ll do something to further 

Rakhi’s dreams in a transaction that seems harmless, at first. As old guilt and new aspirations collide, 

everything Rakhi once knew to be true is set ablaze. And as the stakes mount, she will come face-to-face 

with the difficult choices and moral compromises that people make in order to survive, no matter the 

cost. Reema Patel’s transportive debut novel offers a moving, smart, and arrestingly clever look at the 

cost of ambition and power in reclaiming one’s story.” 
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The Change: A Novel by Kirsten Miller 

William Morrow (May 3, 2022) 480 pages. 

“Big Little Lies meets The Witches of Eastwick—a gloriously entertaining and knife-sharp feminist 

revenge fantasy about three women whose midlife crisis brings unexpected new powers—putting them 

on a collision course with the evil that lurks in their wealthy beach town. In the Long Island oceanfront 

community of Mattauk, three different women discover that midlife changes bring a whole new type of 

empowerment…After Nessa James’s husband dies and her twin daughters leave for college, she’s left all 

alone in a trim white house not far from the ocean. In the quiet of her late forties, the former nurse 

begins to hear voices. It doesn’t take long for Nessa to realize that the voices calling out to her belong to 

the dead—a gift she’s inherited from her grandmother, which comes with special responsibilities. On 

the cusp of 50, suave advertising director Harriett Osborne has just witnessed the implosion of her 

lucrative career and her marriage. She hasn’t left her house in months, and from the outside, it appears 

as if she and her garden have both gone to seed. But Harriett’s life is far from over—in fact, she’s 

undergone a stunning and very welcome metamorphosis. Ambitious former executive Jo Levison has 

spent thirty long years at war with her body. The free-floating rage and hot flashes that arrive with the 

beginning of menopause feel like the very last straw—until she realizes she has the ability to channel 

them, and finally comes into her power. Guided by voices only Nessa can hear, the trio of women 

discover a teenage girl whose body was abandoned beside a remote beach. The police have written the 

victim off as a drug-addicted sex worker, but the women refuse to buy into the official narrative. Their 

investigation into the girl’s murder leads to more bodies, and to the town’s most exclusive and isolated 

enclave, a world of stupendous wealth where the rules don’t apply. With their newfound powers, Jo, 

Nessa, and Harriett will take matters into their own hands… A Good Morning America Book Club Pick.” 

 

The Hacienda by Isabel Cañas 

Berkley (May 3, 2022) 352 pages. 

“Mexican Gothic meets Rebecca in this debut supernatural suspense novel, set in the aftermath of the 

Mexican War of Independence, about a remote house, a sinister haunting, and the woman pulled into 

their clutches...During the overthrow of the Mexican government, Beatriz’s father was executed and her 

home destroyed. When handsome Don Rodolfo Solórzano proposes, Beatriz ignores the rumors 

surrounding his first wife’s sudden demise, choosing instead to seize the security that his estate in the 

countryside provides. She will have her own home again, no matter the cost. But Hacienda San Isidro is 

not the sanctuary she imagined. When Rodolfo returns to work in the capital, visions and voices invade 

Beatriz’s sleep. The weight of invisible eyes follows her every move. Rodolfo’s sister, Juana, scoffs at 

Beatriz’s fears—but why does she refuse to enter the house at night? Why does the cook burn copal 

incense at the edge of the kitchen and mark the doorway with strange symbols? What really happened 

to the first Doña Solórzano? Beatriz only knows two things for certain: Something is wrong with the 

hacienda. And no one there will save her. Desperate for help, she clings to the young priest, Padre 

Andrés, as an ally. No ordinary priest, Andrés will have to rely on his skills as a witch to fight off the 

malevolent presence haunting the hacienda and protect the woman for whom he feels a powerful, 

forbidden attraction. But even he might not be enough to battle the darkness. Far from a refuge, San 

Isidro may be Beatriz’s doom.” 
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The Man Who Invented Motion Pictures by Paul Fischer 

Simon & Schuster (April 19, 2022) 416 pages. 

“A True Tale of Obsession, Murder, and the Movies. The year is 1888 and Louis Le Prince is finally testing 

his “taker” or “receiver” device for his family on their front lawn. The device is meant to capture ten to 

twelve images per second on film, creating a reproduction of reality that can be replayed as many times 

as desired. In an otherwise separate and detached world, occurrences from one end of the globe could 

now be viewable with only a few days delay on the other side of the world. No human experience—from 

the most mundane to the most momentous—would need to be lost to history. In 1890, Le Prince was 

granted patents in four countries ahead of other inventors who were rushing to accomplish the same 

task. But just weeks before unveiling his invention to the world, he mysteriously disappeared and was 

never seen or heard from again. Three and a half years later, Thomas Edison, Le Prince’s rival, made the 

device public, claiming to have invented it himself. And the man who had dedicated his life to preserving 

memories was himself lost to history—until now.” 

 

The Marlow Murder Club by Robert Thorogood 

HarperCollins Publishers UK (January 7, 2021) 282 pages. 

“To solve an impossible murder, you need an impossible hero…Seventy-seven-year-old Judith Potts is 

blissfully happy. She lives alone in a faded mansion in Marlow, sets crosswords for The Times, and 

there’s no man in her life to tell her what to do or how much whisky to drink. One evening, while out 

swimming in the Thames, Judith witnesses a brutal murder. When the local police don’t believe her 

story, Judith and two unlikely friends decide to investigate for themselves. Together, they are the 

Marlow Murder Club. But soon another body turns up, and it seems they have a real-life serial killer on 

their hands. Now the puzzle they set out to solve has become a trap from which they might never 

escape…Robert Thorogood created Death in Paradise television show for the BBC.” 

 

The Murder Rule: A Novel by Dervla McTiernan 

William Morrow (May 10, 2022) 304 pages. 

“First Rule: Make them like you. Second Rule: Make them need you. Third Rule: Make them pay. They 

think I’m a young, idealistic law student, that I’m passionate about reforming a corrupt and brutal 

system. They think I’m working hard to impress them. They think I’m here to save an innocent man on 

death row. They're wrong. I’m going to bury him. For fans of the compulsive psychological suspense of 

Ruth Ware and Tana French, a mother daughter story—one running from a horrible truth, and the other 

fighting to reveal it—that twists and turns in shocking ways.” 

 

This Time Tomorrow: A Novel by Emma Straub 

Riverhead Books (May 17, 2022) 320 pages. 

“What if you could take a vacation to your past? With her celebrated humor, insight, and heart, beloved 

New York Times bestseller Emma Straub offers her own twist on traditional time travel tropes, and a 

different kind of love story. On the eve of her 40th birthday, Alice’s life isn’t terrible. She likes her job, 

even if it isn’t exactly the one she expected. She’s happy with her apartment, her romantic status, her 

independence, and she adores her lifelong best friend. But her father is ailing, and it feels to her as if 

something is missing. When she wakes up the next morning she finds herself back in 1996, reliving her 
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16th birthday. But it isn’t just her adolescent body that shocks her, or seeing her high school crush, it’s 

her dad:  the vital, charming, 40-something version of her father with whom she is reunited. Now armed 

with a new perspective on her own life and his, some past events take on new meaning. Is there 

anything that she would change if she could?” 

 

Trust by Hernan Diaz 

Riverhead Books (May 3, 2022) 416 pages. 

“A novel by Pulitzer Prize finalist, Hernan Diaz. An unparalleled novel about money, power, intimacy, 

and perception. Even through the roar and effervescence of the 1920s, everyone in New York has heard 

of Benjamin and Helen Rask. He is a legendary Wall Street tycoon; she is the daughter of eccentric 

aristocrats. Together, they have risen to the very top of a world of seemingly endless wealth--all as a 

decade of excess and speculation draws to an end. But at what cost have they acquired their immense 

fortune? This is the mystery at the center of Bonds, a successful 1937 novel that all of New York seems 

to have read. Yet there are other versions of this tale of privilege and deceit. Hernan Diaz's, Trust, 

elegantly puts these competing narratives into conversation with one another--and in tension with the 

perspective of one woman bent on disentangling fact from fiction. The result is a novel that spans over a 

century and becomes more exhilarating with each new revelation. At once an immersive story and a 

brilliant literary puzzle, Trust engages the reader in a quest for the truth while confronting the 

deceptions that often live at the heart of personal relationships, the reality-warping force of capital, and 

the ease with which power can manipulate facts.” 

 

You Have a Friend in 10A: Stories by Maggie Shipstead 

Knopf (May 17, 2022) 272 pages. 

“From the Booker Prize nominee and New York Times best-selling author of Great Circle, a piercing, 

irresistible first collection of short stories exquisite in their craft and audacious in their range. A love 

triangle plays out over decades on a Montana dude ranch. A hurdler and a gymnast spend a single night 

together in the Olympic village. Mistakes and mysteries weave an intangible web around an old man’s 

deathbed in Paris, connecting disparate destinies. On the slopes of an unfinished ski resort, a young 

woman searches for her vanished lover. A couple’s Romanian honeymoon goes ominously awry, and, in 

the mesmerizing title story, a former child actress breaks with her life in a Hollywood cult. In these and 

other stories, knockout after knockout, Maggie Shipstead delivers another “extraordinary” (New York 

Times) work of fiction and seals her reputation as a writer of “breathtaking range and skill” (Kirkus 

Reviews). Rich in imagination and dazzling in its shapeshifting style, You Have a Friend in 10A excavates 

the complexities of love, sex, and life in ways unsparing and hilarious, sharp-eyed and tender. 

 

 

 

 
Book descriptions provided by publishers.  
Neenah Public Library 
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