The Next Chapter: November 2022 Book Recommendations

Blackwater Falls by Ausma Zehanat Khan (Detective Inaya Rahman, Book 1)
Minotaur Books (November 8, 2022) 400 pages.
Girls from immigrant communities have been disappearing for months in the Colorado town of

Blackwater Falls, but the local sheriff is slow to act and the fates of the missing girls largely ignored. At
last, the calls for justice become too loud to ignore when the body of a star student and refugee--the
Syrian teenager Razan Elkader--is positioned deliberately in a mosque. Detective Inaya Rahman and
Lieutenant Wagqas Seif of the Denver Police are recruited to solve Razan’s murder, and quickly uncover a
link to other missing and murdered girls. But as Inaya gets closer to the truth, Seif finds ways to obstruct
the investigation. Inaya may be drawn to him, but she is wary of his motives: he may be covering up the
crimes of their boss, whose connections in Blackwater run deep. Inaya turns to her female colleagues,
attorney Areesha Adams and Detective Catalina Hernandez, for help in finding the truth. The three have
bonded through their experiences as members of vulnerable groups and now they must work together
to expose the conspiracy behind the murders before another girl disappears.

Legends and Lattes by Travis Baldree
Tor Trade (November 8, 2022) 304 pages.
After a lifetime of bounties and bloodshed, Viv is hanging up her sword for the last time. The battle-

weary orc aims to start fresh, opening the first ever coffee shop in the city of Thune. But old and new
rivals stand in the way of success — not to mention the fact that no one has the faintest idea what
coffee actually is. If Viv wants to put the blade behind her and make her plans a reality, she won't be
able to go it alone. But the true rewards of the uncharted path are the travelers you meet along the
way. And whether drawn together by ancient magic, flaky pastry, or a freshly brewed cup, they may
become partners, family, and something deeper than she ever could have dreamed.

A Quiet Life by Ethan Joella
Scribner (November 29, 2022) 304 pages.

Chuck Ayers used to look forward to nothing so much as his annual trip to Hilton Head with his wife,
Cat—that yearly taste of relaxation they’d become accustomed to in retirement, after a lifetime of
working and raising two children. Now, just months after Cat’s death, Chuck finds that he can’t let go of
her things—her favorite towel, the sketchbooks in her desk drawer—as he struggles to pack for a trip he
can’t imagine taking without her. Ella Burke delivers morning newspapers and works at a bridal shop to
fill her days while she anxiously awaits news—any piece of information—about her missing daughter.
Ella adjusts to life in a new apartment and answers every call on her phone, hoping her daughter will
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reach out one day. After the sudden death of her father, Kirsten Bonato set aside her veterinary school
aspirations, finding comfort in the steady routine of working at an animal shelter. But as time passes, old
dreams and new romantic interests begin to surface—and Kirsten finds herself at another crossroads.

In this beautifully crafted and profoundly moving novel, three parallel narratives converge in poignant
and unexpected ways, as each character bravely presses onward, trying to recover something they have
lost.

When Franny Stands Up by Eden Robins
Sourcebooks Landmark (November 1, 2022) 400 pages.
Franny Steinberg knows there's powerful magic in laughter. She's witnessed it. With the men of Chicago

off fighting WWII on distant shores, Franny has watched the women of the city taking charge of the war
effort. But amidst the war bond sales and factory shifts, something surprising has emerged, something
Franny could never have expected. A new marvel that has women flocking to comedy clubs across the
nation: the Showstopper. When Franny steps into Chicago's Blue Moon comedy club, she realizes the
power of a Showstopper—that specific magic sparked when an audience laughs so hard, they are
momentarily transformed. And while each comedian's Showstopper is different, they all have one thing
in common: they only work on women. After a traumatic flashback propels her onstage in a torn
bridesmaid dress, Franny discovers her own Showstopper is something new. And suddenly she has the
power to change everything...for herself, for her audience, and for the people who may need it most.

Dickens and Prince: A Particular Kind of Genius by Nick Hornby

Riverhead Books (November 15, 2022) 192 pages.

Every so often, a pairing comes along that seems completely unlikely—until it’s not. Peanut butter and
jelly, Dennis Rodman and Kim Jong Un, ducks and puppies, and now: Dickens and Prince. Equipped with
a fan’s admiration and his trademark humor and wit, Nick Hornby invites us into his latest obsession: the
cosmic link between two unlikely artists, geniuses in their own rights, spanning race, class, and
centuries—each of whom electrified their different disciplines and whose legacy resounded far beyond
their own time. When Prince’s 1987 record Sign o’ the Times was rereleased in 2020, the iconic album
now came with dozens of songs that weren’t on the original— Prince was endlessly prolific, recording
102 songs in 1986 alone. In awe, Hornby began to wonder, Who else ever produced this much? Who
else ever worked that way? He soon found his answer in Victorian novelist and social critic Charles
Dickens, who died more than a hundred years before Prince began making music. Examining the two
artists’ personal tragedies, social statuses, boundless productivity, and other parallels, both humorous
and haunting, Hornby shows how these two unlikely men from different centuries “lit up the world.” In
the process, he creates a lively, stimulating rumination on the creativity, flamboyance, discipline, and
soul it takes to produce great art.

Factory Girls by Michelle Gallen

Algonquin Books (November 29, 2022) 304 pages.

It’s the summer of 1994, and all Maeve Murray wants are good final exam results so she can earn her
ticket out of the wee Northern Irish town she has grown up in during the Troubles—away from her
crowded home, the silence and sadness surrounding her sister’s death, and most of all, away from the
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simmering violence of her divided community. And as a first step, Maeve's taken a summer job in a local
shirt factory working alongside Protestants with her best friends, kind, innocent Caroline Jackson and
privileged and clever Aoife O’Neill. But getting the right exam results is only part of Maeve’s problem—
she’s got to survive a tit-for-tat paramilitary campaign, iron 100 shirts an hour all day every day, and
deal with the attentions of Andy Strawbridge, her slick and untrustworthy English boss. What seems to
be a great opportunity to earn money before starting unitersity turns out to be a crucible in which
Maeve si tested in ways she may not be equipped to handle. Seeking justice for herself and her fellow
workers may just be Meave's one-way ticket out of town.

The Lemon by S. E. Boyd

Viking (November 8, 2022) 288 pages.

While filming on location in Belfast, Northern Ireland, John Doe, the universally adored host of the
culinary travel show Last Call, is found dead in a hotel room in an apparent suicide. As the news of his
untimely demise breaks stateside, a group of friends, fixers, hustlers, and opportunists vie to seize
control of the narrative: Doe’s chess-master of an agent Nia, ready to call in every favor she is owed to
preserve his legacy; down-on-her-luck journalist Katie, who fabricates a story about Doe to save her job
at a failing website; and world-famous chef Paolo Cabrini, Doe’s closest friend and confidant, who finds
himself entangled with a deranged Belfast hotel worker whose lurid secret might just take them all
down. Bolstered by the authors' insider knowledge of high-end restaurants and low-end media, The
Lemon delivers a raucous examination of our culture with deliciously cutting prose, crackling dialogue,
and an unpredictable plot that will keep you riveted to the last page.

The Wilderwomen by Ruth Emmie Lang
St. Martin's Press (November 15, 2022) 336 pages.
Five years ago, Nora Wilder disappeared. The older of her two daughters, Zadie, should have seen it

coming, because she can literally see things coming. But not even her psychic abilities were able to
prevent their mother from vanishing one morning. Zadie's estranged younger sister, Finn, can’t see into
the future, but she has an uncannily good memory, so good that she remembers not only her own
memories, but the echoes of memories other people have left behind. On the afternoon of her
graduation party, Finn is seized by an “echo” more powerful than anything she’s experienced before: a
woman singing a song she recognizes, a song about a bird...When Finn wakes up alone in an aviary with
no idea of how she got there, she realizes who the memory belongs to: Nora. Now, it’s up to Finn to
convince her sister that not only is their mom still out there, but that she wants to be found. Against
Zadie’s better judgement, she and Finn hit the highway, using Finn’s echoes to retrace Nora’s footsteps
and uncover the answer to the question that has been haunting them for years: Why did she leave? But
the more time Finn spends in their mother’s past, the harder it is for her to return to the present, to
return to herself. As Zadie feels her sister start to slip away, she will have to decide what lengths she is
willing to go to find their mother, knowing that if she chooses wrong, she could lose them both for good.
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Better Than Fiction by Alexa Martin
Berkley (November 8, 2022) 336 pages.
As a self-proclaimed book hater and a firm believer that the movie is always better, Drew Young didn’t

anticipate inheriting her grandma’s bookstore, the Book Nook. She’s in way over her head even before
the shop’s resident book club, comprising seven of the naughtiest old ladies ever, begin to do what they
do best—meddle. Bestselling author Jasper Williams is a hopeless romantic. When he meets Drew at his
Book Nook signing event, he becomes determined to show her the beauty of reading. He curates a book
bucket list in exchange for her help exploring the local Denver scene for his current manuscript. From
going river rafting to trying local restaurants, Drew begins to connect with Jasper in a way she only
thought happened in fiction. When messy family ties jeopardize the future of the Book Nook, Drew is
caught between a bookshelf and a hard place. She’s reminded that real life isn’t always big dreams and
sweeping romance. But Jasper is the plot twist she never saw coming and he’s writing a happily ever
after just for them.

The Cloisters by Katy Hays

Atria Books (November 1, 2022) 320 pages.

When Ann Stilwell arrives in New York City, she expects to spend her summer working as a curatorial
associate at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Instead, she finds herself assigned to The Cloisters, a
gothic museum and garden renowned for its medieval art collection and its group of enigmatic
researchers studying the history of divination. Desperate to escape her painful past, Ann is happy to
indulge the researchers’ more outlandish theories about the history of fortune telling. But what begins
as academic curiosity quickly turns into obsession when Ann discovers a hidden 15th-century deck of
tarot cards that might hold the key to predicting the future. When the dangerous game of power,
seduction, and ambition at The Cloisters turns deadly, Ann becomes locked in a race for answers as the
line between the arcane and the modern blurs.

The Resemblance by Lauren Nossett
Flatiron Books (November 8, 2022) 320 pages.
Never betray the brotherhood. On a chilly November morning at the University of Georgia, a fraternity

brother steps off a busy crosswalk and is struck dead by an oncoming car. More than a dozen witnesses
all agree on two things: the driver looked identical to the victim, and he was smiling. Detective Marlitt
Kaplan is first on the scene. An Athens native and the daughter of a UGA professor, she knows all its
shameful histories, from the skull discovered under the foundations of Baldwin Hall to the hushed-up
murder-suicide in Waddel. But in the course of investigating this hit-and-run, she will uncover more
chilling secrets as she explores the sprawling, interconnected Greek system that entertains and delights
the university’s most elite and connected students. The lines between Marlitt’s police work and her own
past increasingly blur as Marlitt seeks to bring to justice an institution that took something precious
from her many years ago. When threats against her escalate, and some long-buried secrets threaten to
come to the surface, she can’t help questioning whether the corruption in Athens has run off campus
and into the force and how far these brotherhoods will go to protect their own.
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Have | Told You This Already? Stories | Don't Want to Forget to Remember by Lauren Graham
Ballantine Books (November 15, 2022) 208 pages.
Lauren Graham has graced countless television screens with her quick-witted characters and hilarious

talk show appearances, earning a reputation as a pop culture icon who always has something to say. In
her latest book, Have | Told You This Already?, Graham combines her signature sense of humor with
down-to-earth storytelling. Graham shares personal stories about her life and career—from her early
days spent pounding the pavement while waitressing in New York City, to living on her aunt’s couch
during her first Los Angeles pilot season, to thoughts on aging gracefully in Hollywood. In “R.I.P. Barneys
New York” Graham writes about an early job as a salesperson at the legendary department store (and
the time she inadvertently shoplifted from it); in “Ryan Gosling Cannot Confirm,” she attempts to
navigate the unspoken rules of Hollywood hierarchies; in “Boobs of the '90s” she worries her bras
haven’t kept up with the times; and in “Actor-y Factory” she recounts what a day in the life of an actor
looks like (unless you’re Brad Pitt). Filled with surprising anecdotes, sage advice, and laugh-out-loud
observations, these all-new, original essays showcase the winning charm and wry humor that have
delighted Graham’s millions of fans.

Book descriptions provided by publishers.
NPL Neenah Public Library
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